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CULTURAL, HISTORIC, AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Maui is an island rich in history, culture, and traditions. Beginning with the

arrival of voyaging Polynesians, and progressing through time to the modern

day, Maui has

developed into a

diverse community.

The island’s

archaeological

artifacts, folklore,

historic buildings,

landscapes, people,

traditions, languages,

and lifestyles are all a

part of its history.

Cultural, historic, and

archaeological

resources provide us

with a connection to

the past and a sense

of identity and place.

They inform us of our

history and provide us

with an understanding

of Maui’s people, past

and present.

Wo Hing Society Hall, Lahaina.
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Background Information

Beginning with the early Hawaiians, Maui has become home to people from across the globe. Each
group has made its mark on the island. The early Hawaiians arrived more than a thousand years ago by
voyaging canoes from Central Polynesia. They brought with them their language, traditions, and
lifestyles. Maui’s culture today is rooted in Hawaiian traditions – the Aloha Spirit, the Hawaiian
language, hula, surfing, and the beauty and spirit of the land.

Maui’s Cultural
Resources

Provide a Sense
of Identity
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Western explorers arrived in Hawai`i using modern tools of navigation and sailing. They arrived to
Hawai`i as sandalwood traders, whalers, and in 1820 as missionaries. Around these economic activities,
small towns developed to provide goods and services. American and European institutions, traditions,
and culture became rooted in Hawai`i during the rapidly changing period of the 19th century.

With the massive growth of the plantation industry, the need for labor also grew, resulting in the
importation of workers from Asia, Europe, South and Central America, and the South Pacific Islands.
This influx created incredible ethnic and cultural diversity within the County.

Banyan Tree Park, Lahaina.
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Pu`unēnē. 

As a result of Maui’s Native Hawaiian history spanning more than a thousand years, and its more recent
multi-ethnic history, the island is rich in archaeological and historic sites. The preservation of cultural
landscapes encourages the perpetuation of traditional practices. Historic and archaeological resources are
also important to Maui’s economy. Hawaiian archaeological sites and post-contact historic places
provide a visitor experience found nowhere else.

The Countywide Policy Plan, at page 49, establishes the following goal: “Maui County will foster a spirit
of pono and protect, perpetuate, and reinvigorate its residents’ multi-cultural values and traditions to
ensure that current and future generations will enjoy the benefits of their rich island heritage.”

Each part of Maui has a mix of cultural resources. Table 2-1 summarizes Maui’s resources in the context
of the island’s six community plan areas.
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Table 2 - 1: Maui’s Cultural, Historic, and Archaeological Resources by Community Plan Area

Community Plan Area Cultural, Historic, and Archaeological Resources

Hana This area is characterized by its vast natural areas, wealth of Hawaiian history,
agricultural lands, and rural communities. Hawaiian history and folklore are central to
the identity of this area. Many Hawaiian royalty and ali`i originated from this area,
including Queen Ka`ahumanu. Hawaiian cultural resources, including lo`i kalo, heiau,
burial sites, battle grounds, and ancient trails are abundant in this area. The area
remained largely isolated until the completion of the Hana Belt Road in 1926 under the
direction of a Chinese county engineer named Paul Low. The area was and remains a
taro growing district and had plantations established for the production of rubber and
sugar cane. There are Hawaiian, Chinese, Portuguese, Japanese, Filipino, and Euro-
American graveyards located in the area.

Wailuku-Kahului Cultural resources of this area are dominated by the sugarcane industry, though this area
is also rich with Hawaiian cultural resources. This area was home to many of Maui’s
ali`i, including Kahekili, Maui’s most powerful chief.  `Īao Valley is the site of one of the 
most famous battles in Hawaiian history, where King Kamehameha I defeated the Maui
army in an effort to unite the Hawaiian Islands. The Wailuku Historic District’s
landmarks, civic center, and commercial buildings along High, Main, Market, Church,
and Vineyard Streets stand as unique reminders of the island’s cultural identity and
history. The Kahului Railroad, the first and last railroad in Hawai‘i to begin and end
operations, was based at the Port of Kahului. A large taro-producing district was located
in nearby Waihe`e in the early 1900s, and was worked by Hawaiians, Chinese, and at
least one African-American farmer. There are Hawaiian, Chinese, Portuguese, Japanese,
Korean, Filipino, and Euro-American graveyards located in the area.

Makawao-Pukalani-
Kula

The history of the Hawaiian cowboy, or paniolo, is prominent in places such as Haleakalā 
Ranch and `Ulupalakua Ranch. Remnants of Chinese history can also be found in Sun
Yat-sen Memorial Park and in this area at the Ket Hing Society of which Sun Yat-sen, his
brother, Sun Mei, and their families were members. Hawaiian, Chinese, and Portuguese
homesteads are located in the area along with a number of Hawaiian, Chinese,
Portuguese, Japanese, Filipino, and Euro-American graveyards.

Kīhei -Mākena The cultural resources of this area are closely tied to its coastal resources. Fishing
villages were prominent in this region and several fishponds still remain along the coast.
Within the southwestern end of the Kīhei-Mākena Community Plan Area is a mix of 
archaeological resources, including Hawaiian burial sites, fishing shrines, heiau, and
shelters.  Also within this portion of the region is Keone`ō`io, where the French explorer, 
Jean-Francois de Galaup, Comte de La Perouse, first mapped Maui’s South shore and
recorded his observations of Hawaiian culture. South Maui also played an important role
in the cattle-ranching community during the 1800s and first half of the 1900s.

Pa`ia-Ha`iku This area’s importance in Hawaiian oral history is indicated by the numerous references
to landings, battles, and visits conducted here by various ali`i nui. This area was also the
location of numerous heiau, reflecting the presence of both locally and regionally
powerful chiefs, as well as a sizable population to provide labor for the building of the
structures. During much of the 19th and 20th centuries, vibrant plantation towns existed in
this area. The sugar and plantation industries and their employees utilized a railroad line
that originated in Kahului and terminated in Ha`iku. Remnants of the old railroad track
remain in Pa`ia Town, which was once the island’s commercial hub. There are several
Hawaiian, Chinese, Portuguese, Japanese, Filipino, Euro-American, and African-
American graveyards that still exist in the area. The site of the only known turn-of-the-
century African-American settlement in Maui County is located at Spreckelsville.
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Community Plan Area Cultural, Historic, and Archaeological Resources

West Maui As the former capital of Hawai`i, Lahaina was the residence of Hawaiian kings and the
location where many key Hawaiian governmental decisions were made during the 19th

century. Lahaina’s identity as a major seaport made it central to the whaling industry in
the Pacific. Lahaina was also home to many influential missionaries who had a profound
effect on the culture of the island. The Lahaina Historic Districts I and II, the Lahaina
National Historic Landmark District, and Moku`ula signify the importance of this area’s
rich cultural history. The southern end of the West Maui Community Plan Area,
including Launiupoko, Olowalu, and Ukumehame, contains significant remnants of pre-
contact Hawai`i such as heiau, agricultural terraces, and petroglyphs. North of Lahaina,
toward the wetter end of the area, streams were extensively used for irrigated kalo
cultivation by Hawaiians. The sugarcane industry and the pineapple industry also have
had a strong presence in this area. Pu`ukoli`i, once the largest sugar plantation camp in
West Maui, was located mauka of Kā`anapali, and several Hawaiian, Chinese, 
Portuguese, Japanese, Korean, Filipino, and Euro-American graveyards still exist in the
area.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Perpetuation of
Cultural
Practices and
the Hawaiian
Language

In recent years, the development of shopping malls, fast-food chain stores, and tract
housing have given Maui the visual appearance of many Mainland communities.
Maui has also lost several locally owned retail stores and restaurants that catered to
the needs of island residents. While State and County programs exist to perpetuate
the island’s cultural practices and traditions, additional support is needed to make
them more effective. Maui’s Hawaiian culture, physical beauty, architecture, local
cuisine, clothing, music, and customs make the island special and define its “sense
of place.” By preserving Maui’s unique features, we can maintain the health of the
visitor industry and economy.

The MIP aims to perpetuate the Hawaiian culture as the basic foundation in the lives
of our residents.
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ltural programs, education, and the local arts need to be widely available to
rpetuate the island’s unique sense of identity. Educating residents about the value of
ltural resources is essential to the preservation of these resources for future
nerations. Public schools and private organizations, such as the Maui Arts &
ltural Center, provide important venues for such education.

e legal protection of historic and archaeological resources is limited outside of the
icially designated historic districts (in Lahaina and Wailuku), formally dedicated
toric sites, and the Special Management Area. The many significant sites that exist
tside of these areas should be afforded stronger protection.

e National Park Service accepts “Thematic Cultural Resource” nominations for
lusion on the National Register of Historic Places. Cultural resources can be
uped by ethnicity or other themes and publicized through “thematic cultural
ource guides.” As a valuable resource for the visitor industry, thematic cultural
as and accompanying guides could produce a source of funding for restoration and
intenance of historic sites.

ny cultural areas are made up of a mix of historical sites, archaeological complexes,
d natural resources. These elements carry their full cultural significance when
ked, protected, and interpreted together as a cultural landscape.

lo Kanu o Ka `Āina:  A Cultural Landscape Study of Ke`anae and Wailuanui, Island 
Maui (1996) makes recommendations for methods to preserve the cultural landscape
portions of the Hana Community Plan Area based on cultural resource inventories,
d use management decisions, and actions that protect the community’s rural
styles and vital natural resources.

Lo`i kalo.
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Hale Ki`i, Wailuku.

The National Park Service administers the National Heritage Area (NHA) program.
NHA designation encourages local residents, government agencies, nonprofit groups
and private partners to collaboratively plan and implement programs and projects that
“recognize, preserve, and celebrate” the applicable area’s physical and cultural
landscape. There are currently 49 NHAs, although none can be found in Hawai`i.

The Statewide Historic Preservation Plan for the State of Hawaii (2001) and the
Cultural Resources Management Plan for Maui County (1984) provide numerous
recommendations that, if implemented, would strengthen cultural resource
management.

Geographic Information System technology provides tools to efficiently map the
location of cultural sites. The Historic Resources Inventory and Mapping (2006) is one
documented inventory of cultural resources. Interviews with knowledgeable cultural
practitioners and kupuna across the island are also necessary.

Identifying and protecting historic and archaeological sites on private property can be
especially challenging because of the need for support and cooperation from private
landowners. Challenges include identifying unknown archaeological sites,
encouraging owners to list sites on the State or National Register of Historic Places,
and maintaining a database of listed sites.
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Island-wide
Inventory of
Historical
Resources

Predictive maps could be developed from a comprehensive resource inventory to
forecast undiscovered archaeological sites. In other communities, predictive maps have
been used successfully to forecast the location of important archaeological and
historical resource sites, thus allowing more effective resource preservation.

The development of incentive programs to encourage landowners to register, maintain,
and improve historical and archaeological sites on their property would make voluntary
preservation more attractive. Low-interest loans and tax incentives would provide
incentives for restoring historic structures.

Maui County has established historic districts within Lahaina and Wailuku (Chapter
19.50, Maui County Code) to provide recognition and protection for historically
significant structures. Similarly, establishing archaeological districts should protect
areas with strong archaeological significance.

The Countywide Policy Plan, at page 51, establishes the following objective:

“Preserve and restore significant historic architecture, structures, cultural sites, cultural
districts, and cultural landscapes.”

Ke`anae Congregational Church, Ke`anae.
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LTURAL, HISTORICAL, AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES ISSUES

nd County programs exist to perpetuate island culture and protect historic and
rces, additional support is needed to enable these programs to be effective. The
f the many requirements to meet cultural-resource challenges:

restore Hawaiian cultural practices, places, and language
anagement programs to better protect historic and archaeological resources

nd-wide inventories of historic and archaeological resources

S, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS

community respects and protects archaeological and cultural resources while
etuating diverse cultural identities and traditions.

sland culture and lifestyle that is healthy and vibrant as measured by the ability of
ents to live on Maui, access and enjoy the natural environment, and practice
aiian customs and traditions in accordance with Article XII, Section 7, Hawai`i State
stitution, and Section 7-1, Hawai`i Revised Statutes (HRS).

e`anae.
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Policies:

2.1.1.a Perpetuate the spirit of aloha and celebrate the host Hawaiian culture and other ethnic
cultures.

2.1.1.b Perpetuate a respect for diversity and recognize the broad blending of cultures and
ethnicities as vital to the quality of life on Maui.

2.1.1.c Ensure traditional public access routes, including native Hawaiian trails, are maintained
for public use.

2.1.1.d Support the education of visitors and new residents about the customs and etiquette of the
Hawaiian culture, as well as other cultures.

Implementing Actions:

2.1.1-Action 1 Provide staffing and funding to support cultural resource planning, strengthen
enforcement, support cultural programs and educational activities, and utilize the
generational knowledge of Native Hawaiian advisory bodies, when appropriate.

2.1.1-Action 2 Establish a program to support the reconstruction, restoration, repair, rebuilding, or
preservation of historic sites.

2.1.1-Action 3 Incorporate the following areas of expertise into the Cultural Resources Commission:
(1) Generational knowledge; and
(2) Kupuna with traditional knowledge of land and ocean practices.

2.1.1-Action 4 Develop, expand, and support educational programs, festivals, celebrations, and folklore
that foster the spirit of aloha.

Objective:

2.2 A more effective and efficient planning and review process that incorporates the best
available cultural resources inventory, protection techniques, and preservation strategies.

Policies:

2.1.2.a Ensure that the island has a comprehensive and up-to-date inventory of historic and
archaeological resources, and their cultural significance.

2.1.2.b Require the update of existing planning and regulatory mechanisms to protect the natural,
cultural, scenic, and historic resources within designated Heritage Areas (see Cultural
Resources Overlay/Scenic Corridor Protection Technical Reference Map).

2.1.2.c Ensure that cultural, historic, and archaeological resources are protected for the benefit of
present and future generations.

Implementing Actions:

2.1.2-Action 1 Commission cultural landscape studies of the entire island to assess areas as potential
Heritage Areas.
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2.1.2-Action 2 Inventory potential Thematic Cultural Resource areas and submit nominations for State
and/ or National Register of Historic Places.

2.1.2-Action 3 Prepare every ten years or whenever necessary an update to the Historic and Cultural
Resources Plan and Inventory/Mapping Project that documents existing cultural and
historic sites.

2.1.2-Action 4 Develop and adopt a Heritage Area Management Program to protect the natural, cultural,
scenic, and historic resources to include:
(1) A Heritage Area Plan with protection standards for Heritage Areas identified on

the Cultural/ Scenic Resources technical reference map;
(2) A process to require a Cultural Landscape Report for developments within

Heritage Areas; and
(3) Consultation with Native Hawaiian advisory bodies, when appropriate.

Objective:

2.3 Enhance the island’s historic, archaeological, and cultural resources.

Policies:

2.1.3.a Identify and pursue a listing of the properties and sites on the State and National Register
of Historic Places.

2.1.3.b Support the use of easements, dedications, and other mechanisms to acquire, maintain,
and protect lands with cultural, archaeological, and historic significance.

2.1.3.c Support regulations to require developers, when appropriate, to prepare an
Archaeological Inventory Survey, Cultural Impact Assessment, and Ethnographic
Inventories that are reviewed and commented upon by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs,
Native Hawaiian advisory bodies, the State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD), and
the Office of Environmental Quality Control, and systematically comply with the steps
listed in SHPD’s administrative rules, including consultation and monitoring during
construction phases of projects.

2.1.3.d Promote the rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of historic sites, buildings, and structures.

2.1.3.e Encourage property owners to register historic and archaeological sites on the State and
National Register.

2.1.3.f Support opportunities for public involvement with the intent to facilitate the protection
and restoration of historic and archeological sites, including consultation with
stakeholders.

2.1.3.g Encourage the resolution of land title questions relating to Land Commission Awards and
Royal patents.
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2.1.3.h Ensure compliance with historic preservation laws, and discourage demolition of
properties that are determined to be eligible for listing on the National or State Register
of Historic Places.

Implementing Actions:

2.1.3-Action 1 Develop a comprehensive program for protection of cultural, historic and archaeological
sites through the acquisition of easements, use of Transfer of Development
Rights/Purchase of Development Rights, and other protective mechanisms.

2.1.3-Action 2 Amend regulations to provide additional protection of lands that are important for
traditional native Hawaiian uses including subsistence food gathering, traditional access,
agriculture, and religious uses.

2.1.3-Action 3 Establish additional Historic and Archaeological Districts and ensure that land use
regulations are implemented to ensure their protection.

2.1.3-Action 4 Develop a program to identify and list Historic Places on the State and National Historic
Register.


