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Aerial view of the Hāna Highway. 

SCENIC RESOURCES

Maui’s shoreline, tropical rainforests, rugged valleys, vast open

spaces, historic towns, pastoral landscapes, and panoramic Pacific

Ocean views are all a part of the island’s scenic resources. In the past

few decades, the island has experienced rapid growth of the visitor

industry, as well as an increase in population, which have dramatically

impacted the island’s scenic corridors and view planes. The current

network of laws established to protect scenic resources is focused on

coastal lands. Areas outside of coastal lands also possess significant

scenic resources that could benefit from regulatory controls and

preservation strategies.
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Scenic views are public resources; they contribute to residents’ everyday quality of life. The island’s
dramatic viewsheds and scenic horizon are part of what makes Maui a desirable place to live. There are
many kinds of scenic resources and various ways to appreciate them on a daily basis. There are some
views that possess notably higher significant scenic-resource value than others. State and County
roadways, such as Haleakalā Highway, Honoapi`ilani Highway, Hāna Highway, Kula Highway, and 
Kahekili Highway, provide ocean, mountain, agricultural, and island-wide views. Roadways on
Haleakalā, especially at upper elevations, offer expansive views of Central and West Maui, the islands of 
Moloka`i, Lāna`i, and Kaho`olawe, and the peaks of Mauna Loa and Mauna Kea on the Island of 
Hawai`i.  Coastal roadways also provide significant views of neighboring islands, slopes of Haleakalā, 
and rugged valleys of the West Maui Mountains.  The East Maui portion of the Hāna Highway is famous 
for its legendary cliff, ocean, rainforest, waterfall, and valley views.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Degradation of
Scenic
Resources

Scenic views are closely tied to residents’ quality of life and the island’s sense of
place. Maui possesses unique, rare, and significant views, many of which have no
equal. Many views and landscapes are closely tied to Hawaiian culture, folklore,
and history.

Maui’s spectacular views are a driving force behind the island’s thriving visitor
industry. Thus, scenic-resource preservation is an important part of protecting the
health of Maui’s economy.

Within highly urbanized corridors, there are exceptional and important views. These
views are especially important because they provide visual relief and enhance the
quality of the built environment, thereby making urban areas more livable.

The Scenic Resources Inventory and Mapping Project (2006) identifies and maps the
island’s scenic-resource corridors. Each roadway corridor is rated exceptional, high,
medium, or low based on its overall resource value. Roadway corridors with
exceptional or high scenic-resource values typically contain dramatic and diverse
resource values throughout the corridor. These corridors are typically in a natural
condition and remain undeveloped.

Limited Access
to Scenic
Resources

Kekaulike Highway.

While roadways offer vast opportunities for residents and visitors to enjoy Maui’s
beautiful views, other areas also contribute significantly to the island’s scenic
resources. Areas such as beaches and trails provide access to scenic views, some of
which may not be visible from roadways.
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Inappropriate
Building and
Landscape
Design

Loss of
Agricultural and
Open Lands to
Development

Lands rich in scenic-resource value are often the same lands that are in high demand
for recreational, resort, and residential uses. Over the past two decades, growth and
development have caused some visual clutter along State and County roadways,
obstructed ocean views, and produced urban and rural sprawl conditions on
agricultural lands that once separated distinct country-town communities. While the
visual impact of some developments may seem minimal, the cumulative impact is
significant. Inappropriate architectural, site, and landscape design, as well as the
massing of many coastal structures, can dramatically hamper scenic resources.
Furthermore, utility poles can diminish the quality of views from many State and
County roadways and create visual clutter.

Subdivision and development of Maui’s agricultural and rural lands have resulted in
landscapes marked by the proliferation of dwelling units that threaten visual
resources.

The establishment of a Scenic Roadway Corridor Overlay District would establish
special controls along scenic roadway corridors to prevent or mitigate the impact of
development on scenic resources. An important component of the overlay district
would be the establishment of design guidelines and a view-corridor management
plan. Techniques such as development clustering, greenbelts and open-space
buffers, site-plan configuration to protect view planes, building design and height
limitations, setbacks from public roadways, landscaping, and other means would be
incorporated into the guidelines. Any new subdivision or construction of a building
that exceeds a specified height threshold and is within a Scenic Roadway Corridor
viewshed would be subject to an assessment of the project’s visual impact and
compliance with the design guidelines.

The management plan would identify right-of-way improvements, utility controls,
roadside maintenance activities, signage, potential new vehicular turn-offs, and land-
acquisition opportunities that would protect the integrity of scenic resources.

The County could use the management plan and design guidelines to review site
designs, development applications, and capital improvement programs to ensure that
Maui’s scenic roadways and resources are protected.

In recent years, thousands of acres of former sugar land in the Pā`ia-Ha`ikū 
Community Plan Area and the West Maui Community Plan Area have been

Pi`ilani Highway.
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impacted by development.

The Countywide Policy Plan, at page 74, establishes the following objective:
“Improve land use management and implement a directed-growth strategy.” An
island-wide directed-growth strategy can help protect Maui’s scenic resources. A
directed-growth strategy can utilize principles such as open-space preservation,
agricultural land protection, green belts, and a compact settlement form that will
help to minimize the encroachment of urban development into rural areas.

SUMMARY OF SCENIC RESOURCES ISSUES

 Loss or degradation of scenic resources that are a part of the island’s shared quality of life
 Access to scenic resources
 Inappropriate building massing, architecture, siting, and landscape design
 Loss of agricultural and open lands to development

GOAL, OBJECTIVES, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS

Goal:

2.5 Maui will continue to be a beautiful island steeped in coastal, mountain, open space, and
historically significant views that are preserved to enrich the residents’ quality of life,
attract visitors, provide a connection to the past, and promote a sense of place.

Objective:

2.5.1 A greater level of protection for scenic resources.

Policies:

2.5.1.a Protect views to include, but not be limited to, Haleakalā, `Īao Valley, the Mauna 
Kahalawai (West Maui Mountains), Pu`u Ō`la`i, Kaho`olawe, Molokini, Moloka`i, and 
Lāna`i, Mauna Kea, Mauna Loa, sea stacks, the Pacific Ocean, and significant water 
features, ridgelines, and landforms.

2.5.1.b Identify, preserve, and provide ongoing management of important scenic vistas and open
space resources, including mauka-to-makai and makai-to-mauka view planes.

2.5.1.c Protect “night sky” resources by encouraging the implementation of ambient light
ordinances and encouraging conversion of all sources that create excessive light
pollution, affecting our ability to view the stars.

2.5.1.d Protect ridgelines from development where practicable to facilitate the protection of
public views.

2.5.1.e Protect scenic resources along Maui’s scenic roadway corridors.
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Implementing Actions:

2.5.1-Action 1 Adopt a Scenic Roadway Corridor Overlay District to establish special controls to
mitigate the impact of development on scenic resources.

2.5.1-Action 2 Establish a Scenic Roadway Corridor Management Plan and Design Guidelines to guide
the development within the Overlay District.

2.5.1-Action 3 Adopt a management plan that identifies right-of-way improvements, utility controls,
roadside maintenance activities, signage, potential new vehicular turnoffs, and land
acquisition opportunities that would protect the resource.

2.5.1-Action 4 Establish design guidelines that integrate techniques such as development clustering,
greenbelts, and open space buffers, site plan configuration to protect view planes,
building design and height limitations, setbacks from public roadways, landscaping, and
other techniques.

2.5.1-Action 5 Create thresholds for new subdivision of land or building permit which is within a Scenic
Roadway Corridor viewshed (as mapped by the County) to make them subject to
assessment of the projects visual impact and compliance with the design guidelines.

2.5.1-Action 6 The County shall use the management plan and design guidelines to review site designs,
development applications, and capital improvement programs to ensure that they do not
degrade Maui’s scenic roadways and resources.

2.5.1-Action 7 Develop and adopt standards to protect ridgelines, slopes, and view planes from
development.

2.5.1-Action 8 Develop and adopt regulations to protect night-sky resources from encroachment by the
built environment, and limit night-light emissions and light-intensity levels.

Objective:

2.5.2 Reduce impacts of development projects and public-utility improvements on scenic
resources.

Policies:

2.5.2.a Enforce the policies and guidelines of the SMA regarding the protection of views.

2.5.2.b Require any new subdivision of land, development, or redevelopment adjacent to a
“high” or “exceptional” scenic corridor to submit an impact assessment of the project’s
scenic impacts; this assessment shall use the avoidance, minimization, and mitigation
steps respectively, with an emphasis on avoidance.

2.5.2.c Require appropriate building setbacks and limits on wall heights to protect views along
scenic corridors.
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2.5.2.d Encourage the State of Hawai`i Board of Land and Natural Resources to deny any
development within the State Conservation District that interferes with a scenic landscape
or disrupts important open space resources.

2.5.2.e Require Urban Design and Review Board (UDRB) review and approval of utility poles,
facilities, and other visible infrastructure improvements along scenic corridors.

2.5.2.f Ensure little or no effect on scenic resources from utility improvements, primarily power
poles.

2.5.2.g Protect scenic vistas from intrusion by power poles.

Implementing Actions:

2.5.2-Action 1 Develop, adopt, and implement a Scenic Resources Management Plan and design
guidelines.

2.5.2-Action 2 Develop and adopt an ordinance that requires Scenic Resource Impact Assessments for
projects that may have potential impact on scenic resources.

2.5.2-Action 3 Develop and adopt standards and processes to:
(1) Ensure that the location and design of utility poles, facilities, and infrastructure

do not degrade scenic resources;
(2) Require utilities to be placed underground, whenever feasible; and
(3) Require UDRB to review and approve the installation of utilities along scenic

corridors.

Objective:

2.5.3 Greater protection of and access to scenic vistas, access points, and scenic lookout points.

Policies:

2.5.3.a Protect, enhance, and acquire access to Maui’s scenic vistas and resources.

Implementing Actions:

2.5.3-Action 1 Revise land use regulations to:
(1) Require access, where appropriate, to scenic vistas and resources, provided such

access is culturally acceptable;
(2) Limit the height of walls; and
(3) Require appropriate setbacks and site design along scenic corridors.

2.5.3-Action 2 Develop additional Scenic Lookout points.


