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Introduction
Defining Historic Resources
Historic resources are buildings, sites, structures, objects, districts, and landscapes of
architectural, historical, and cultural importance. They are also places of economic activity,
community identity, and collective memory – places that tell the story of Maui County.
Figure 1. Example of a building: historic house in
Wahikuli, Lāhainā

Photo: quamproperites.com
Figure 2. Example of an archaeological site,
Ukumehame

Figure 3. Example of a structure: Olowalu Tunnel,
Olowalu

Photo: Dick Mayer

Figure 4. Example of an object: Lahainaluna "L,"
Lāhainā

Photo: lahainanews.com
Figure 5. Example of a district: County Historic
District No. 2, Lāhainā

Figure 6. Example of a cultural landscape:
Honokōhau Valley

Photo: huimalama.org
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Defining Historic Preservation
Historic preservation is the process of conserving historic resources, managing appropriate
change so that their character-defining features are maintained, finding methods and means
for reusing them, and protecting them for the benefit of future generations.
Throughout the country, historic preservation is accomplished through:
•

Public efforts to landmark and designate historic districts at the federal, state, and local
levels; and

•

Private actions that help people maintain, rehabilitate, and preserve historic buildings,
structures, sites, and objects.

Benefits of Historic Preservation
Historic resources are important elements of the community’s cultural identity, aesthetic and
physical environment, economic diversity and sustainability, and overall quality of life.
Historic preservation is also an effective tool for revitalizing commercial areas, stabilizing
older neighborhoods, attracting new businesses, and for encouraging reinvestment in a
community’s underlying infrastructure systems.
For these reasons, many local governments around the country create and maintain historic
preservation programs that include: preservation ordinances, landmarking and design
review procedures, and incentives that help people maintain, adaptively reuse, and
conserve historic resources.
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Existing Conditions
Maui County’s Historic Preservation Program
The Planning Department coordinates the County’s preservation program to protect the
historic, cultural, architectural, and archaeological resources that make Maui County unique.
The Historic District Ordinances of the County’s zoning code outline the local historic
designation process, the design review process, and other regulatory tools and
requirements.
Historically
Beginning in the late 1950s, County officials recognized the need to establish a local
preservation program to formally protect important resources through local historic district
designation. In the early 1960s, the County took its first step toward achieving this goal by
adopting the Historic District Ordinances. These ordinances established the Historic
Preservation Commission (which is known today as the Cultural Resources Commission)
and County Historic District No. 1 in Lāhainā. Several years later, the Board of Supervisors
amended these ordinances to establish a second local historic district in Lāhainā, known as
County Historic District No. 2.
Figure 7. Map of County Historic District Nos. 1 and 2 in Lāhainā
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The County later became a Certified Local Government in 1991. The Certified Local
Government program allows local communities to participate in statewide planning activities,
including access to grants and resources from the U.S. Congress. The program is
administered jointly between the National Park Service, the Hawaiʻi State Historic
Preservation Division, and designated Certified Local Governments, like the County of Maui.
The purpose of the program is to develop a strong, effective preservation program at the
local level.
Today
Today in West Maui, there is one district and six individual historic properties listed in the
Hawaii Register of Historic Places. Additionally, West Maui has one district and four
individual properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The National Register
district in Lāhainā is also designated as a National Historic Landmark. This is a special
category of properties that are nationally significant. At the local level, there are two County
Historic Districts in Lāhainā.
Figure 8. Map of larger National Historic Landmark District and the two smaller County Historic Districts
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Properties Associated with County Historic District No. 1
Figure 9. Ca. 1855 photo of Mokuʻula and
Waineʻe Protestant Church (Waiola Church).
Mokuʻula island and Mokuhunia pond survive
below the surface at Malu Ulu Olele Park

Figure 12. Foundation at Kamehameha Iki Park

Photo: tripsavvy.com

Figure 10. Ca. 1893 photo of Mokuhunia pond

Figure 13. Waiola Church

Figure 11. Hale at Kamehameha Iki Park

Figure 14. Waiola Cemetery
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Figure 15. Baldwin House, Front Street

Figure 17. Lahaina Hongwanji, Waineʻe Street

Figure 18. Wo Hing Society Hall (before 1912
expansion), Front Street
Figure 16. Hale Aloha, Luakini Street
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Properties Associated with County Historic District No. 2
Figure 19. Ca. 1890 photo of Main (Front) Street,
Lāhainā - this area looks quite different today

Figure 20. Ca. 1930 photo of approximately the
same location as the photo above (Front Street)

Figure 22. Former Ichiki Store, Front Street

Figure 23. Former Kawaguchi FIsh Market, Front
Street

Figure 21. Furtado Building, Front Street

Figure 24. Former Lahaina Store, Front Street

9

Properties Associated with the Larger National Historic Landmark District in
Lāhainā
Figure 25. Plantation Style House, Front Street

Figure 28. Plantation Style House, Prison Street

Figure 26. Plantation Style House, Panaʻewa
Street

Figure 29. Lahaina Shingon Mission, Luakini Street

Figure 27. Plantation Style House, Prison Street

Figure 30. Lahaina Methodist Church, Front
Street
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Figure 31. Lahaina Jodo Mission, Ala Moana
Street

Figure 34. Mid-Century Modern Style House,
Baker Street

Figure 32. Lahaina Seventh-Day Adventist Church,
Waineʻe Street

Figure 35. Figure 35. Mid-Century Modern House,
Waineʻe Street

Figure 33. Mid-Century Modern Style House,
Front Street

Figure 36. Mid-Century Modern House, Prison
Street
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Historic Preservation in County Planning
The growth and development of Maui County is guided by different plans and policies as
well as a set of development ordinances. The following is a review of current planning
policies and initiatives that support historic preservation activities.
Countywide Policy Plan
Adopted by County Council in 2010, the Countywide Policy Plan is the County’s official policy
document for land use, housing, economy, transportation, utilities, and community facilities.
It also provides an overarching vision for the County’s future looking towards the year 2030.
The Plan’s vision statement, accompanied by related principles, goals, objectives, policies,
and actions set the broad direction for how the County will grow and develop as it faces
future challenges and complex choices. In addition to all of this, the Plan provides the policy
framework for updating the Maui Island Plan and the community plans.
Preserving local cultures and traditions is one of the key strategies (Strategy B) identified in
the Countywide Policy Plan. Related to this strategy is Objective 4: preserve and restore
significant historic architecture, structures, cultural sites, cultural districts, and cultural
landscapes.
Maui Island Plan
Adopted by the County Council in 2012, the Maui Island Plan is similar in scope to the
Countywide Policy Plan, but is specifically focused on the island of Maui. Like the
Countywide Policy Plan, the Maui Island Plan establishes a vision for the island’s future
through the year 2030. Related to this vision are core values, goals, objectives, policies, and
actions. The Maui Island Plan goes a step further than the Countywide Policy Plan by
establishing growth boundaries for Maui that limit where development can occur.
The Maui Island Plan addresses historic preservation in Chapter 2 – Heritage Resources.
The Plan identifies 3 objectives, with corresponding policies and actions, to achieve the goal
of respecting and protecting archaeological and cultural resources and perpetuating cultural
traditions.
The Maui Island Plan’s objectives related to historic preservation include:
•

Ability of residents to access and enjoy the natural environment and practice Hawaiian
customs and traditions in accordance with Article XII, Section 7, Hawaii State
Constitution, and Section 7, Hawaii Revised Statutes.

•

A more effective and efficient planning and review process that incorporates cultural
resources inventories, protection techniques, and preservation strategies.

•

Enhance Maui’s historic and cultural resources.
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1996 West Maui Community Plan
Preservation-related objectives, policies, and actions in the 1996 West Maui Community
Plan are somewhat specific to West Maui. However, many of the Plan’s policies and actions
apply countywide and are absorbed into the Countywide Policy Plan and the Maui Island
Plan. There are several important West Maui Community Plan-specific actions in the Plan
that haven’t been implemented, but because of their potential to affect the entire County,
are currently being explored through the Planning Department’s update of the 1984 Cultural
Resources Management Plan. These include: revising the Historic District Ordinances;
enforcing the Historic District Ordinances, creating new design guidelines for historic
districts; modifying the building code to make it easier to adaptively reuse historic buildings;
and developing special roadway standards for historic streetscapes.
Private-Sector Historic Preservation Activities
There are a number of private-sector organizations and individuals that help preserve West
Maui’s historic and environmental resources. These organizations, including Maui Cultural
Lands, Lahaina Restoration Foundation, and Aha Moku o Maui, do everything from
advocacy and education to hands on stewardship. West Maui is also home to a number of
individuals working to restore loʻi and continue the traditional cultural practice of growing
kalo in the valleys.
Figure 37. Maui Cultural Lands stewards a number of cultural properties in West Maui, including
archaeological sites in Honokōwai Valley (left hand photo) and loʻi at Ukumehame (right hand photo)

Photos: mauiculturallands.org
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Figure 38. Figure 35. Aha Moku O Maui does everything from hands on stewardship of cultural properties
to educational efforts to increase cultural awareness

Photos: Keʻeaumoku Kapu and issuu.com
Figure 39. Lahaina Restoration Foundation maintains a number of historic buildings in Lahaina. They've also
saved a number of old buildings from demolition, like the Agawa House on Prison Street (pictured below)
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Future Need
In addition to officially designated historic resources, West Maui is home to a number of
properties that were identified in a 2009 cultural resources survey as potentially eligible for
designation. The majority of these resources are located in the uplands and valleys of West
Maui, and include heiau, remnants of dryland agricultural features and systems, loʻi systems,
platforms, enclosures, lava tubes, overhangs, and petroglyphs. In addition to individual
features, a number of complexes were documented in West Maui as a result of the 2009
survey. The survey suggests that because of their concentrations of historic resources,
several regions in West Maui may qualify for designation as traditional cultural properties or
cultural landscapes. Traditional cultural properties are historic resources that are significant
for their associations with the cultural practices, traditions, beliefs, lifeways, arts, or social
institutions of a living community. Cultural landscapes are geographic areas that contain
both historic and natural resources as well as wildlife or domestic animals. They are
associated with historic events, activities, or people, or they have other cultural or aesthetic
value. Because the landscapes in these valleys are so intact, the survey suggests that
designating these areas as cultural landscapes or traditional cultural properties would help
to protect and conserve the open spaces where many archaeological properties are located.
These potential cultural landscapes include:
Kaua‘ula Valley
Figure 40. Loʻi kalo in Kauaʻula (left) and photo looking toward Kauaʻula Valley (right)

Photo: Keʻeaumoku Kapu (left) and Kumu Pono Associates (right)
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Honolua Valley
Figure 41. Sites in Honolua Valley

Honokōhau Valley
Figure 42. Historic photo of Honokōhau Valley

Photo: ebay.com
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Key Challenges
Many of the challenges related to historic preservation in West Maui are focused within
County Historic District Nos. 1 and 2 and the larger National Historic Landmark District in
Lāhainā. Other challenges are more widespread, affecting a number of areas in West Maui.
Through stakeholder interviews and community workshops, we heard the following issues,
challenges, and opportunities related to historic preservation in West Maui:
Commercial activity on public property in County Historic District Nos. 1 and 2
There are provisions in the Historic District Ordinances that prohibit vending on public
property, including parks and sidewalks. Several community members said there is
excessive vending in the historic districts, and that it detracts from the special character of
the area. There is a concern that violators of these provisions are not being properly
enforced against. Several folks also said there should be a more proactive approach to
educating residents and visitors about proper protocol and conduct in the historic districts.
Creating a position for a community based “historic district officer” might help to curb this
inappropriate activity.
Figure 43. Commercial activity at Banyan Tree Park, Lāhainā

Photos: Theo Morrison
Figure 44. Commercial activity on Front Street, Lāhainā

Photos: Theo Morrison
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Maintenance of public property in County Historic District No. 1
The condition of public property in this area, including Malu Ulu o Lele Park (Mokuʻula),
Kamehameha Iki Park, streetlights, sidewalks, roads, and parking lots is poor. There is an
opportunity for the Planning Department to work with the Parks and Recreation and Public
Works Departments to coordinate public improvements in this area within the County’s
annual Capital Improvement Program (CIP). A partnership with community volunteers might
also be arranged to help landscape and maintain neglected County-owned properties in this
area.
Figure 45. A portion of this historic canal (left) has been inappropriately covered with plywood (right).
To prevent cars from driving into the ditch, the County should examine other alternatives, including
installing railings or boulders

Figure 46. The parking lot at the corner of Shaw and Front Streets (left) and Malu Ulu o Lele Park (right)
are in desperate need of landscaping and beautification
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Interpretation of Hawaiian history in Historic District No. 1
There is a need for formal recognition through signage or other interpretive materials of the
pre- and post-contact Hawaiian history of Historic District No. 1. Lāhainā is currently
promoted primarily for its architectural assets, but there are other significant aspects of this
region’s history that deserve attention. Interpreting archaeological and cultural properties at
Malu Ulu o Lele and Kamehameha Iki Park can promote public awareness of these
extremely important subsurface resources and tell new and compelling stories of Lāhainā’s
early history. Along these lines, installing specially designed historic district signage
throughout the larger National Historic Landmark District in Lāhainā could help identify the
larger Lāhainā area as a special place.
Changing street names to their traditional names could also help increase awareness of this
area’s early history. For example, Front Street could be renamed Kaʻalaunui Ka Moʻi, Shaw
Street could be renamed Alanui Ka Mamo, and Prison Street could be renamed Papu. These
names need to be verified through moʻolelo and archival research. The procedure for
renaming streets is established in Section 2.98.040 of the Maui County Code.
Figure 47. Map showing concentration of important pre- and post-contact Hawaiian sites located in County
Historic District No. 1. These sites include: various pond and canal systems, various loʻi systems,
Kamehameha III’s residence and palace, Mokuʻula and Mokuhunia, homes of various aliʻi, and countless
other properties that are not shown on this map
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Compliance with Historic District Ordinances
Several community members identified the lack of code enforcement as a key issue affecting
County Historic District Nos. 1 and 2. This could be addressed through both proactive
educational efforts by the Planning Department and community partners as well as an
improved code enforcement program.
Figure 48. Obtaining compliance with the sign rules for the County Historic Districts is a challenge for the
County in Lāhainā
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Climate change
Climate change is another serious issue that will affect coastal lands throughout West Maui.
As the sea level rises and land along the shore erodes, a number of historic resources
become vulnerable to loss and destruction. Sea level rise and flooding have the potential to
harm historic buildings, Native Hawaiian burials, post-contact cemeteries, and countless
other cultural properties near the shore. Policies about climate change should carefully
consider historic resources.
Figure 49. Puʻupiha Cemetery in Lāhainā is one of many historic properties located very close to the ocean
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Possible Actions
Other elements of the new West Maui Community Plan, such as land use, transportation,
housing, and infrastructure, need to be comprehensively examined so that other initiatives
and policies are aligned with the County’s historic preservation goals. Historic preservation
issues should be integrated into other elements of the new plan. Preservation efforts will not
be successful unless other regulatory tools incorporate preservation goals and policies.
The County also has historic preservation responsibilities in West Maui; that is, the County
owns historic resources. We are also responsible for infrastructure improvements, like road
repair and replacement, sewer upgrading, sidewalk improvements, public transportation,
and street lighting. Decisions regarding County infrastructure improvements have the
potential to harm historic properties. We should act a steward of historic resources by
preserving County-owned property.
In addition to the issues above, there are a number of actions that might be appropriate in
the new West Maui Community Plan. These actions are meant to address the key
challenges identified in the previous section. They include:
•

Coordinate with the Mayor or County Council to initiate requests to rename streets in
County Historic District No. 1;

•

Coordinate with the Departments of Parks and Recreation and Public Works to develop
a master plan for management of public lands in historic district no. 1;

•

Study the possibility of designating additional historic districts identified in the 2009
survey (if community and landowners are interested);

•

Fund CIP projects to improve County owned historic properties in West Maui; and

•

Fund CIP projects to improve County infrastructure in the County Historic Districts and
the National Historic Landmark District.
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